
Aquatic 
Plants of 
the Finger 
Lakes 



Eurasian 
watermilfoil 
Myriophyllumspicatum

1. 4 leaves in whorl 
around stem

2. 12-21 leaflet pairs per 
leaf

3. Plant often has 
reddish tint 

1.

2.

3.



Hydrilla  
Hydrilla verticillata

1. Pointed, bright green, 
leaves

2. Leaves in whorls of 3-8, 
usually 5

3. Serrations along leaf 
margin 

3.



European frogbit  
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae

1.CƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ΨǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƘŜŀǊǘΩ 
or kidney shaped leaves

2.White flower with 3 
petals and yellow center  

1.
2.



Water chestnut 
Trapa natans

1.Triangular shaped 
floating leaves form 
rosette 

2.Chestnut with 4 sharp 
spines produced in July 

1.

2.



Curly -leaf pondweed 
Potamogeton crispus 

1.Leaves attached to 
stem alternately 

2.Obvious mid-vein on 
leaves 

3.Lasagna leaves 

Turion

2.

3.



Yellow flag iris 
Iris pseudacorus

1.Sword-like flat leaves

2.Sharply pointed tips on 
terminal of leaves

3.Unique yellow flower 
with 3 petals

4.3-sided seed pod 

3.

4.

1. & 2.



Fanwort  
Cabomba caroliniana

1.Leaves arranged in 
opposite pairs along 
stem 

2.Leaves have feathery 
or fan-like appearance 

3.Small white flowers 
with 6 petals may 
emerge out of water 

1.

3.



Brittle naiad 
Najas minor

1.Leaves are long and 
pointed with serrations

2.Leaves opposite on 
highly branched stems 

3.Bushy appearance 

3.

1.

2.



Flowering rush 
Butomus umbellatus

1.Flowers grow in 
umbrella shaped clusters 

2.Each flower has 3 
whitish ς pink petals and 
3 sepals 

3.Flowers grow from 
cylindrical stalk 

1.

3.



Starry stonewort 
Nitellopsis obtusa

1.Macro algae 

2.Whorls of 4-6 
branchlets of varying 
lengths

3.White star-shaped 
bulbil 

3.



European water 
fern/clover 
Marsilea quadrifolia

1.4 wedged shaped 
ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ŦƻǊƳ ΨŎƭƻǾŜǊΩ 

2.Generally on water 
surface or slightly 
emerged 

1.



Native Species 
Alphabetical order by Latin name 



Coontail  
Ceratophyllum demersum

1.Dark green leaves 
whorled around stem

2.wŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ǊŀŎŎƻƻƴΩǎ ǘŀƛƭ 

3.Leaflets forked 

4.Rough to the touch 

3.

2.



Muskgrass 
Chara spp.

1.Macro-algae 

2.ΨǇƻǇǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜŘ

3.Distinctive garlic odor 



Elodea 
Elodea spp.

1.Leaflets in whorls of 3

2.Smooth leaflets 

1.



Common duckweed 
Lemna minor

1.One root per leaf

2.Oval or egg-shaped leaf 



Star/ Ivy duckweed 
Lemna trisulca

1.Leaves grow in groups 
of 3 ς distinct cross 
pattern 

2.Leaves have pointed tip

3. leaves connected by 
ΨǎǘŀƭƪΩ

1.

3.

2.



Northern 
watermilfoil 
Myriophyllum sibiricum

1.5-10 leaflet pairs

2.Leaves generally remain 
stiff out of water

3.Leaflets closer to stem 
are longer ς creating 
Christmas tree shaped 
leaflets 

1.

3.



Slender naiad 
Najas flexilis

1.Finely toothed linear 
leaves

2.Leaves are in pairs or 
crowded around leaf 
axils



Yellow pond lily 
Nuphar advena

1.Oval to heart shaped leaves

2.Deep cleft with rounded tips 
base of leaf

3.Flower has 6 yellow petals 
and is dark red inside of 
flower

4.Leaf veins parallel to each 
other and emerge along 
length of leaf from midrib 

2.

3.

4.



White waterlily 
Nymphaea odorata

1.Circular shaped leaves

2.Deep slit at base of leaf ς lobes 
are pointed

3.Up to 25 white petals surround 
yellow center of flower

4.Veins on underside of leaf in 
radial net-like pattern

2.

4.

3.



Leafy pondweed 
Potamogeton foliosus

1.Linear leaf shape with 
smooth margins

2.Leaves taper off to 
pointed tip

3.Only 1 or 2 veins on 
each side of midrib 

4.Floral spikes develop 
from leaf axils

2.

4.



Long leaf pondweed 
Potamogeton nodosus

1.Flower spikes above water 
olive-green to reddish brown 
color 

2.Floating leaves are long 
elliptic shape 

3.Submerged leaves are more 
narrow and elliptic shaped 
with long petioles 

1.

2.



Clasping leaf 
pondweed 
Potamogeton perfoliatus

1.Thin, delicate oval shaped 
leaves

2.Leaf clasps around entire 
diameter of stem 

3.Leaves have pointed tips

1.

2.
3.



Whitestem  pondweed 
Potamogeton praelongus

1.Leaves alternately 
arranged on stem 

2.Leaf tips resemble bow of 
boat due to leaf margins 
folding inwards

3.Stem is whitish in color 
and has distinct zig-zag 
pattern



Richardsonŷs 
pondweed 
Potamogeton richardsonii

1.Leaves are wavy, and 
widest just below the 
middle 

2.Leaves clasp ½ to ¾ of 
the way around the 
stem 



Flatstem pondweed 
Potamogeton zosteriformis

1.Flattened stems and leaves 

2.Leaves have distinct yellow 
mid-vein with many smaller 
veins running parallel 



White water 
buttercup/water 
crowfoot 
Ranunculus spp.

1. Finely divided leaves alternately 
arranged on stem

2. Leaves directly attached to stem 
or very short petiole 

3. White flowers with yellow 
center may be present 

4. Leaves are stiff and may remain 
erect when out of water 


