
 

2026 Finger Lakes PRISM Spring Partner Meeting 

Thursday, April 2nd, 12:30pm-3:30pm, 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges 

Vandervoort Room, Scandling Student Center 
300 Pulteney Street, Geneva, NY 

Agenda  

12:30 - 12:40 
Welcome 

Sam Beck-Andersen, Finger Lakes Institute 

12:40 – 1:10 
Finger Lakes PRISM Updates 

Finger Lakes PRISM Staff 

1:10 – 1:35 
Round Goby in the Finger Lakes – Natural History, Local Outlook 

Anna Haws, AIS Research and Outreach Specialist, NYS Water Resource Institute 

Catherine Farrell, AIS Program Manager, Finger Lakes PRISM 

1:40 – 2:05 
Oak Wilt Management in Yates, Schuyler Counties 

Austin Shay, Forest Health Crew Lead for NYS DEC Region 8 

2:05 – 2:30 
NYS DEC AIS Update – Hydrilla, Water Chestnut 

Emily Timkey-Benzinger, AIS Coordinator, Region 7 NYS DEC, NYS Water Resource 
Institute, Cornell University 

2:30 – 3:00 Partner Updates 

3:00 – 3:30 
Working Discussion - Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 

Finger Lakes PRISM Partners and Meeting Attendees 

 

  



Directions to Vandervoort: 300 Pulteney Street, Geneva, NY 

The Scandling Student Center is located at the heart of Hobart and William Smith Colleges. 

Please park at the main visitor parking lot on Pulteney Street. Once parked, start walking south 

on Pulteney and cross the street to walk towards the Scanadling entrance off Pulteney. As you 

walk into the Scandling Center, take the large open staircase directly ahead. At the top of the 

stairs, take a left and enter the wooden Vandervoort Room doors. There will be signs 

indicating FLI/FL PRISM Event directing visitors. 

 



Finger Lakes PRISM 
Spring Partner Meeting

April 2, 2026 12:30 PM-3:30 PM
Hobart and William Smith Colleges

12:30 - 12:40
Welcome

Sam Beck-Andersen, Associate Director, Finger Lakes Institute, Finger Lakes PRISM Coordinator

12:40 – 1:10
Finger Lakes PRISM Updates

Finger Lakes PRISM Staff

1:10 – 1:35
Round Goby in the Finger Lakes – Natural History, Local Outlook
Anna Haws, AIS Research and Outreach Specialist, NYS Water Resource Institute
Catherine Farrell, AIS Program Manager, Finger Lakes PRISM

1:35 – 2:00
Oak Wilt Management in Yates, Schuyler Counties

Austin Shay, Forest Health Crew Lead for NYS DEC Region 8

2:00 – 2:25
NYS DEC AIS Update – Hydrilla, Water Chestnut

Emily Timkey-Benzinger, AIS Coordinator, Region 7 NYS DEC, NYS Water Resource Institute

2:25 – 2:45 Partner Updates

2:45 – 3:30
Working Discussion - Hemlock Woolly Adelgid
Finger Lakes PRISM Partners and Meeting Attendees



Finger Lakes Institute, Finger Lakes Partnership for 
Regional Invasive Species Management

Translating knowledge and research about the 
Finger Lakes watershed into collaborative action

Program areas
• Contaminants

• Nutrients

• Watershed management

• Invasive species

• Network of state, federal, local agencies, NGOs, and other 
stakeholders supports diverse and comprehensive 
approach to invasive species management

• Allows partners to share and leverage limited resources
• Funding through the NYS Environmental Protection Fund 

administered by the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation





Lake Associations
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network
Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association
Keuka Lake Association
Skaneateles Lake Association
Oneida Lake Association
Honeoye Valley Association
Kettle Lakes Association
Otisco Lake Preservation Association

Municipalities
City of Rochester
Town of Greece
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council
Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal 
Organization
Seneca Lake Watershed Intermunicipal 
Organization
Cayuga County Water Quality 
Management Agency
Ontario County Planning Department
Onondaga County Planning Department

Soil and Water Conservation Districts    
Onondaga County
Yates County
Seneca County
Monroe County
Tompkins County
Onondaga County
Cortland County
Broome County

Agencies
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
NYS Dept of Ag and Markets
NY Natural Heritage Program
US Forest Service - Finger Lakes National Forest
NYS FORCES
United States Army Corps of Engineers
Montezuma Wildlife Refuge
NYS Canal Corp

Higher Ed
Cornell Integrated Pest Management
SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry
SUNY Brockport
FLCC Muller Field Station

Cornell Cooperative Extension
CCE Wayne County
CCE Monroe County
CCE Onondaga County
CCE Seneca, Cayuga, Schuyler Counties
CCE Finger Lakes Grape Program

NGOs, Non-Profits, Industry, Others
Canandaigua Botanical Society
Baltimore Woods
Invasive Species Centre
Buffalo Maritime Center 
Corning Inc
Oatka Creek Watershed Committee
Genesee Land Trust
Genesee Valley Conservancy
Montezuma Audubon Center
Central New York Land Trust
Upper Susquehanna Coalition



Reporting

• 2025 Annual Report

• 2025 WISPA Report

• Incoming – 2025 AIS Survey Report

• Conference Presentations:
• NALMS

• NEAPMS

• Finger Lakes Research Conference



2026-2031 Strategic Plan Development

• Final stages of selecting a contractor, with a 
kickoff meeting scheduled for next week

• Deliverable 1: Develop strategic plan
• Reassess vision, mission, goals

• Advisory committee structure

• And more

• Deliverable 2: Facilitation training
• Staff trainings

• Implementation tools

UPDATE

IN
COM

IN
G!



Hiring for Watercraft Stewards



Program Updates and 2026 Plans



Aquatic Invasive Species Program Updates

Catherine Farrell

Aquatic Invasive Species Program Manager



Overview

Off-Season Tasks

• Reporting, documenting

• Planning for 2026

• Field season schedule

• Project structures

• Permitting

• Partner correspondence 

• Hiring

2026 Projects

1. Seasonal macrophyte sampling

2. Hydrilla monitoring

3. Invasive crayfish monitoring

4. AIS Management

5. Restoration

USGS University of Maryland

Meghan Johnstone



Seasonal Macrophyte Surveys

Goals: Monitor for new AIS; Document 

macrophyte community structure and changes; 

Understand the spread, risk, and influence of 

AIS in these ecosystems.

Methods: Sites at north and south ends of 

lakes. Continued at two private launches on 

Seneca to compare to 2025 data. ~150 acre 

searched areas with points every acre. 2 tosses 

per point. 3x per season.

Time frame: June through October. 

Canandaigua Lake
Marine Park



Hydrilla Monitoring

Goals: Help to document the infestation extent 

of hydrilla on Cayuga Lake for informing 

chemical treatment. Partnering with DEC and 

USACE.

Methods: Sheldrake, Lansing, & Aurora will 

be monitored pre, during, and post treatment 

with the help of FL-PRISM. Motorized boat for 

larger sampling area. SAS-Pro. 

Time frame: June through October. 

Robert Vidéki, Doronicum Kft., Bugwood.org



Invasive Crayfish Monitoring

Exploring the distribution of invasive crayfish infestations:

- Confirming records in some places and monitoring in others 

(where there are no existing records)

- Gathering data on native crayfish and macrophytes in 

overlapping areas

- Will record round goby interceptions as well

- WHY: Helps us to target outreach efforts, to inform partners 

at state and federal levels, to inform future questions, and to 

evaluate current population stability.

Rusty crayfish

White river crayfish Red swamp crayfish

Round goby



Aquatic Invasive Species Management



Restoration

Where: Allan H. Treman/ Cayuga Inlet

Why: Interested in fostering a native plant 

resurgence in areas previously infested by 

hydrilla. V. americana has many ecosystem 

functions.

How: V. americana collections along transects 

at a site with abundant native vegetation. 

Growing out runners through the season in a 

greenhouse. Burlap sack planting with ex-

closures at the inlet.

Who: Currently, FL-PRISM and DEC, but will 

bring on more partners

When: Collections in early June, cultivation 

through July, planting in August

* Informed by Lindsay Yoder’s restoration 

procedure.



Thank you!

Feel free to reach out with questions. 

Catherine Farrell

Aquatic Invasive Species Program Manager

cfarrell@hws.edu

(315) 781-3127

mailto:cfarrell@hws.edu


Finger Lakes PRISM Education and Outreach 2026
Laurel Williams, Invasive Species Education and Outreach Program Manager



• Watercraft Inspection Steward Program (WISP)
• Citizen Science Programs
• Outreach
• Education

Overview


