
GIVE INVASIVE SPECIES THE BRUSH OFF

Garlic mustard
(Alliaria petiolata) 

Shoes can carry the seeds of invasive plants.  Please brush them off before entering and leaving this area.

Earthworms (Lumbricus rubellus, L. terrestris, L. 
friendi, Aporrectodea rosea, A. caliginosa, and 
Octolasion lacteum) are invaders from Europe and 
are wreaking havoc in our forests. Earthworms 
alter soil and ecosystem structure by consuming 
massive amounts of leaf litter. They remove the top, 
organic layer which contains the seed bank and 
germination medium for many understory plants 
resulting in slowed forest regeneration.

Non-native animals, seeds and plant parts are 
carried from one place to another on our shoes, 
hiking gear, or bike & vehicle tires, or as bait.

Earthworms are a serious threat to New York State 
and our forested ecosystems! Stop the invasion-
prevent the spread!

Other Invasive Plants On The Move…
Black and pale swallowwort 
(Cynanchum spp.)

Black and pale swallowwort are members of the 
milkweed family. They are toxic to animals 
such as monarch butterflies and form dense 
stands that displace desirable native species. 
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Japanese stiltgrass 
(Microstegium vimineum)

Japanese stiltgrass grows well in many light 
conditions and replaces native vegetation 
in a wide range of ecosystems. It expands 
into dense stands of grass that prevent 
desirable vegetation from growing. 

Clean Your Gear Before 
Entering And Before Leaving 

This Site

What’s The Problem?

Garlic mustard forms dense stands that choke out 
native plants and is a significant threat to lowland 
natural areas.

The common earthworm (Lumbricus terrestris) is a common 
invasive in forested ecosystems. 

Plant species richness has been reduced by 20% since 
worms have been introduced to the above system.
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