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YELLOW IRIS

Iris pseudacorus
Origin: Eurasia
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Yellow iris is an herbaceous perennial plant that grows in clusters
to 1.5 m tall, connected by rhizomes. The leaves are elongated
and dark green with a gray-blue tint. Showy yellow flowers bloom
between May and July. This species may be mistaken for the
native blue flag (/ris versicolor). Flowers and fruits are important for
identification. Blue flag does not grow in large, dense stands and
has blue-purple flowers and three-angled fruit capsules that remain
closed upon maturity. Yellow iris has yellow flowers and a six-angled
fruit capsule that spreads into three wide segments upon maturity.

HABITAT

Yellow iris commonly grows in wetlands and on stream banks, ponds, and ditches.
It is tolerant of a wide range of conditions.

THREAT

Yellow iris has escaped gardens and can form dense colonies. Such monocultures
alter habitat and displace native species. This plant is also poisonous to livestock
and other animals.

MANAGEMENT

New infestations may be prevented through education and awareness of invasive
species and native garden species that may be more suitable to cultivate. Small-
scale infestations may be removed by hand via digging, although resin can cause
skin irritation. The entire root system must be removed to eliminate the plant.
Removing the flowers and seed pods will help slow its dispersal. Large-scale
infestations likely require multiple herbicide applications.
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